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FY2015 Budget & Millage Rates Approved

Tax Commissioner’s Offices. That process is
delayed due to the extended, 45 day period
that allows property owner’s to appeal their
tax valuation.

The County Millage rate was prepared and
finalized on August 20th, at a Special Called
Meeting to accept the millage rates for the
Brooks County Development Authority, the
Brooks County School Board, and the Brooks
County Unincorporated and Incorporated are-
as. After the completion of the digest, it was
The FY2015 Annual Budget was approved during adetermined that no increase to the county
Special Called Meeting in June. millage was needed, and the budget shortfall
would decrease to $38,000, from the previous
mark of $107,000. The millage rate adopted

Photo Credit: Quitman Free Press

On June 30, 2014, the Brooks County Board for the unincorporated area was 11.50 mills
of Commissioners met to discuss the FY2015 (down from 11.525), while the rounding ad-
Annual County budget. At this meeting, the justment of the calculation took the incorpo-
Brooks County Board of Commissioners ap- rated rate to 12.887 (up .004 mills).
proved the FY2015 Budget with a 4-1 vote, The Board and Administration Office is still

but not without making some cuts involving looking at ways to reduce costs and to contin-

personnel. Even with the changes, the County ve to trim down the $38,000 shortfall, which

was, at that time, short on revenues to cover was budgeted into the Commissioner’s Contin-

expenses. After consideration, the Board gency line item. Should the County not need

agreed to pass the budget as proposed and the full amount of Contingency FY2015, the

later approve the County M&O after the Tax shortfall will not be a factor.

Digest was finalized by the Tax Assessors’ and

Brooks County Farmer’s Market Open for Business

The Brooks County Farmer’s Market is open for e i
residents wishing to sell homegrown fruits and
vegetables. The market is also available to or-
ganizations or groups that desire to cook and sell
food for fundraisers. The market spaces are
available on a first-come basis, from 7am to
7pm Monday through Saturday. For more infor-
mation contact the Administrator, 263-5561.
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FY2015 General Fund Budget Breakdown

Justin DeVane—Administrator (229) 263-5561
The FY2015 General Fund Economic Recreation, $65,000,

Development, 1%
Budget can be broken down $75,000, 1%

and reviewed in sections.

Ag & Forest,
$158,255, 2%

Law Enforcement and the
Road Department combine
for 50% of the GF opera- _
tions, with $2.5 million of GF Public Service
expenditures (28% of GF) $306,350, 374
for Law Enforcement and $2
million (23% of GF) for Road
Department activities.

General Fund budgets how-
ever do not include all activi-
ties, for example, 911 oper-
ates primarily from a fund
called Special Revenue, as
well as the new Fire Depart-
ment, Solid Waste, and

Recreation. Below are the
Other Electeds

breakdowns for this chart. $484,000, 6%

Sheriff’'s Department— Law Admin, CID, Narcotics, Uniform Patrol, Jail, SRO
Public Works— Road Admin, Highways and Streets, Maintenance Shop

Total GF Budget FY 2015

=$8,831,000

H Sheriff

H Public Works

® Gov/Admin

B Other Elected

m Courts

m Emergency Services

1 Public Services

™ Ag & Forest
Economic Development

I Recreation

Governing Body / Admin— Governing Body, Coroner, Administration, Elections, Building Inspections, Tax Assessor

Other Elected— Magistrate Court, Probate Court, Tax Commissioner

Courts— Clerk of Court, Superior Court, State Court, Juvenile Court, District Attorney, Public Defender

Emergency Services— 911 Supplement, EMS Service from SGA, EMA, Assistance to Independent Fire Departments

Public Services— Adult Health, Indigent Health, Public Health, Meals on Wheels, Library, Public Transit, Victim Witness Supplement

Ag & Forest— Extension Office and Assistance to Forestry

*-Economic Development (Brooks County Development Authority) and Recreation represent dues paid to those departments

Destination Brooks / Chamber of Commence
http://www.skilletfestival.com

The 4th Annual Brooks County Skillet Festival is scheduled for October 18, 2014 at
the Historic Brooks County Courthouse. Last year’s event drew an enormous crowd,

organizers are on a fast track working towards a successful 2014 event and have
opened the application period for vendors. Information can be found at http://

www.skilletfestival.com, as well as vendor applications. Vendors are reminded that
items for sale, must not be commercially packaged retail items and food vendors
will need to obtain a permit from Brooks County Health Inspector.

Sponsors are encouraged to apply, with packages starting at $100 (donations also
accepted and are tax-deductible).

Runners are encouraged to signup for the Skillet 5k, which will begin at 8 a.m. on
October 18th. Other activities and information is available at the festival website :
http: //www.skilletfestival.com

Quitmar—Brooks County has been home to the Skillet
Festival since 2011


http://skilletfestival.com
http://skilletfestival.com
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Free Volunteer Fire Fighter Training
Tom Fields—Fire Chief (229) 263-1047

ISO stands for the Insurance Services Office and sets the guidelines that insurance companies use

5 to write various homeowners’ policies. When ISO comes to a community they look at the overall
quality of the fire department(s), the 911 center, and available water sources to come up with a

% grade between 1 and 10. A grade of 1 is the best, and a rating of 10 means no station lies with-
24 in 5 driving miles from the property. Previously, the rule read that the property needed to be

I within a five mile radius of any station, this change created coverage gaps throughout the County.

- % : = £ | ’4 To solve this problem, the Department is planning to build more fire stations. The stations are only
The students and instructor ho pagieg small part. Volunteers are needed to respond with these new stations. In Brooks County there
pated in the 2013 training class, pictuses 9 volunteer departments that respond to calls and each department has a limited number of
at the class live burn in Echols Coufémbers, with a tenth station, located near Barney coming soon. The County needs more volun-

teers to help staff new departments and support the volunteers already in place.

There are different levels of fire fighter support, so there is something for everyone. The classes
are free of charge and flexible to meet most schedules. If you are interested in helping out your

community, please call the Department at 263-1047 with any questions.

Board of Elections & Registration
Ken Collins—Elections Supervisor (229) 263-9939

With the November 4" General Election just a few short weeks away, the Brooks County Board of
Elections and Registration is running all out to get ready for polling. With a full ballot that includes
races to be decided from the national scene all the way down to the local level, Brooks County voters
will be casting their ballots on several important issues this Fall, including SPLOST VI.

Locally, Absentee Ballots start going out on September 19 for those who've applied for them and
beginning October 13 voters have the opportunity to cast their votes during Early Voting. Early
Voting, held at the Main Elections Office on Highland Road, runs to October 315 with a Saturday
Voting Day scheduled for October 25" for voters who can’t make it to the polls during the week.
Questions? Call the Elections Office at 229-263-9939 Monday through Friday 8 a.m.—5 p.m. or
visit the State’s Online elections website at www.sos.ga.gov.

Scan to visit the State Online
Voter Registration Site:

http:/ /sos.ga.gov

SPLOST VI (Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax)
Justin DeVane—Administrator (229) 263-5561

On November 4th, Brooks County Voters will have the option to renew the SPLOST fund that plac-
es an additional one percent sales tax on goods purchased in Brooks County. SPLOST funds can
be used for capital purchases, such as patrol vehicles, road equipment, building improvements
and renovations, road projects, and other items. The proposed SPLOST, if passed, will be collect-
ed between January 1, 2015 until December 31, 2020.

If passed, SPLOST VI funds will be used for a variety of projects for the County. It was calculated
that an average of $82,000 will be collected County wide and distributed each month to the
County and the cities of Quitman, Barwick, Morven, and Pavo.

The County’s budget share will be used as proposed: $750,000 proposed for Building Renova-

tions & Improvements, $1.5 million for Transportation Projects, $600,000 for Sheriff Department
gVehicles, $500,000 for Road Equipment, $50,000 for Fire Department Training Center and Fire

Stations, and $60,000 for County Technology Improvements. Total County share $3,460,000.

Many projects have been funde
in Brooks County with the tax


http://sos.ga.gov/index.php/?section=elections

Brooks County
Board of Commissioners
610 South Highland Road

P.O. Box 272
Quitman, GA 31643

Phone: 229-263-5561
Fax: 229-263-9345

Sanford L. Jore€hairman, District 2
Myra Exum-Vice Chairman, District 4
Joe Wingate-District 1

Willie Cody-District 3

James MaxwelDistrict 5

Justin DeVareAdministrator
Patricia WilliamsClerk

In case of emergency, please call 911.

HTTP://WWW.BROOKSCOUNTYGA.US

Tax Commissiorederri Dukes (229) 268586
Sherif-Mike Dewey (229) 263558
Clerk of CourtsGinger Forgione (229) 28347
Magistrate CourtJoyce Miskiel (229) 2623989
Probate CourtBeth Hurst (229) 268567
Road Superintender®lenn Walker (229) 28817
Elections Superintendeiien Collins (229) 2&2039
Tax Assessefam Jones (229) 26320
911/EMA DirecterMike Smith (229) 26®62
Fire DepartmenrtTom Fields (229) 2d®47
Building & ZoningBilly Ingram (229) 263184
Extension OffieeStephanie Hollifield (229) 26803
Victim WitnessPeggy Wilson (229) 26866

UG

extension

Brooks County Extension & 4-H
Stephanie Hollifield—Extension Agent (229) 263-4103

Brooks County Extension is pleased
to announce that Ben Shirley has
been hired as Brooks County Agri-
culture and Natural Resource (ANR)
Agent. Ben will begin his new posi-
tion on September 3, 2014. Benis
currently serving as ANR Agent in
Bacon County, GA but has already
moved his family to Quitman.

Ben has a Master’s Degree in Plant
Pathology and Pest Management
from UGA and has been employed

The UGA Extension Office is located at the Brooksith UGA since graduating. Ben
County Ag Building on Courtland Ave in Quitman.ill bring experience in small fruit

management, particularly with
blueberries, as well as extensive
laboratory skills, and prior work in

nematode research and manage-

ment. Ben will be working in all
areas of agriculture production but
with emphasizes in livestock, dairy,
forage/hay, pond management,

and small fruit and nut production.

Ben’s education and experience
will be an asset to the Brooks
County Extension office and bene-
ficial to the Brooks County Exten-
sion pathology lab and research
program. Ben and his family are
looking forward to becoming a
part of our community and calling
Brooks County home. Brooks Coun-
ty Extension welcomes Ben Shirley
to Brooks County and looks for-
ward to a long and productive
agriculture career with our newest
agriculture agent.

The Brooks County Record is available for free at www.brookscountyrecord.com, hardcopies are available at thestlmooghdadd@imoks County.



